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November 28, 2021 
 
VIA EMAIL & U.S. MAIL 
 
 
Dr. Patrick Soon-Shiong 
Publisher 
Los Angeles Times 
2300 E Imperial Hwy 
El Segundo, CA 90245-2813 
pss@nantworks.com 
Patrick.Soon-shiong@latimes.com 
 

Jeffrey D. Glaser, Esq. 
General Counsel 
Los Angeles Times 
2300 E Imperial Hwy 
El Segundo, CA 90245-2813 
jeff.glasser@latimes.com 
 

J.T. Cramer 
Readers’ Representative 
Los Angeles Times 
2300 E Imperial Hwy 
El Segundo, CA 90245-2813 
readers.representative@latimes.com 

 

 

Re: Defamatory Articles regarding Seth Kenney 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

The undersigned represent Seth Kenney and PDQ Media Arm & Prop, LLC, with regard 
to matters involving the recent tragedy on the set of the movie “Rust” in New Mexico. 

 
On November 8, 2021, and November 20, 2021, the Los Angeles Times published 

articles and related tweets that included misstatements, known to The Times to be false, that 
either suggested or directly stated that Mr. Kenney (i) was hired to be part of the crew of Rust, 
(ii) was the production’s “armorer mentor,” (iii) was hired to mentor and to supervise Hannah 
Gutierrez Reed, and (iv) personally provided the weapons used on the Rust set.  None of these 
are correct, and each was known to The Times at the time of publication to be incorrect. 
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Mr. Kenney was Not “On” the Crew of Rust 
 
The headline of The Times’ November 8 article was “Hannah Gutierrez Reed wasn’t the 

only weapons expert working on ‘Rust.’ Who was the ‘armorer mentor?’” (emphasis added).  
The article continued “Kenney was added to the ‘Rust’ crew in late September as an ‘armorer 
mentor’ for Gutierrez Reed, according to an internal ‘Rust’ crew list shared with the Los Angeles 
Times.” (emphasis added).   

 
The Times sought to promote the November 8 article with a Twitter post linked to the 

article that read:  “Breaking:  a second guns expert, Seth Kenney who owns an Arizona-based 
props rental company, was hired by ‘Rust’ producers to mentor armorer Hanna Gutierrez 
Reed.”  Another tweet that same day stated:  “Questions linger about the handling of guns on the 
‘Rust’ set. Prop weapon supplier Seth Kenney was attached to the production.”  

 
In fact, Mr. Kenney was not hired for any role on the crew of Rust and never entered into 

any employment (or independent contractor or other) agreement with the production to provide 
any services whatsoever. 

 
Mr. Kenney was Not the Production’s “Armorer Mentor” 
 
During a phone call on the afternoon of November 3 that lasted for more than an hour 

according to our client’s call records, LA Times reporter Anousha Sakoui asked Mr. Kenney if 
he was the “armorer mentor” for Rust.  Mr. Kenney explicitly denied that he held any such 
position and made clear to Ms. Sakoui that there was no such position in film production 
generally.  The Times confirmed with other sources that no such role exists in the industry, 
writing in the November 8 article that “[s]everal longtime prop masters and armorers told The 
Times that they’ve never heard of such a position.”   

 
The sole source The Times appears to have for this fabricated role is a “contact list” – not 

a “crew list” as the November 8 article stated - where some unknown party used those terms 
adjacent to Mr. Kenney’s name without his knowledge or consent.  The distinction between a 
“contact list” and a “crew list” is critical.  A contact list includes many who are not part of the 
crew and are – like Mr. Kenney – representatives of companies that supply products to the 
production.  The “crew list” are those who are in fact employed by, and regularly work at and 
“on,” the production. 

 
The Times did not accept Mr. Kenney’s direct statements to Ms. Sakoui that he had not 

been hired for such a role and that no such role existed, nor did it accept the corroborating 
statements from other industry professionals contacted by The Times that there is no such 
position.  The Times also did not accept the daily call sheets provided to The Times – none of 
which list Mr. Kenney as having any such position, or even being on set.   
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Similarly, The Times appears not to have engaged in any further investigation to 
determine whether there were employment records or any other document supporting the role it 
ascribed to Mr. Kenney.  Instead, The Times relied on a document clearly labeled a “contact list” 
– which it mischaracterized as a “crew list” -  and recklessly used a label it knew to be 
nonsensical and inaccurate, all for a headline it hoped would be salacious. As The Times team no 
doubt hoped and foresaw, the “armorer mentor” term has proved effective at creating a snapshot 
impression – albeit an inaccurate one – and has been repeated many times in multiple outlets. 
 

Mr. Kenney was NOT Hired to Supervise Ms. Gutierrez Reed 
 
As noted above, Mr. Kenney was not hired to be part of the Rust crew, nor did he hold 

the nonexistent position of “armorer mentor.”  The Times knew both of these things based on 
information provided by Mr. Kenney both before and after the November 8 article, and based on 
feedback from other industry veterans.  Nonetheless, the myth of some mysterious figure lurking 
behind the scenes was a vision The Times could not resist. 
 

On November 20 The Times tweeted:  “When Hannah Gutierrez Reed landed a job 
working on ‘Rust,’ she couldn’t believe her luck. She would work under property master Sarah 
Zachry and weapons expert Seth Kenney, who was providing guns and ammunition for the 
film.”  (emphasis added) 

 
The Times article of that same day stated:   

 
“The proprietor, weapons expert Seth Kenney, was providing the guns and some 
ammunition for the film as well as serving as “armorer mentor.” He would work 
behind the scenes, offering advice and direction to the novices. While Kenney’s 
name appeared on an internal ‘Rust’ crew list, he was not listed on daily call 
sheets viewed by The Times.”   (emphasis added) 

 
Once again, these statements were known by The Times to be false, having been denied 

by Mr. Kenney and not having been substantiated by any other reliable source, such as 
employment records, call sheets, or even a true crew list (not The Times’ mis-labeled contact 
list). 

 
PDQ Media Arm & Prop, LLC, Leased Weapons to Rust, NOT Mr. Kenney 
 
Ms. Sakoui indicated to Mr. Kenney that she had reviewed copies of invoices from PDQ 

Media Arm and Prop, LLC, so she was fully aware that the weapons were provided to the 
production by that company, not by Mr. Kenney in his personal capacity.  Nevertheless, The 
Times published, in both the November 8 and November 20 articles, that Mr. Kenney had 
“provided weapons” to the Rust production. 
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 Damages 
 
The Times’ false statement are by their nature defamatory and of a type that tends to 

damage the professional reputation of an individual and a company, particularly when associated 
with such a high-profile and tragic event.  The Times’ false statements have had the effect of 
creating the impression, through (incorrect) statements and innuendo, that Mr. Kenney had direct 
involvement in the supervision of the production’s armorer, Ms. Gutierrez Reed.  This is simply 
not the case.  Mr. Kenney’s sole role was as a representative of the company, PDQ Media Arm 
& Prop, LLC, that provided to the production weapons – all of which functioned as intended – 
and a limited number of inert dummy rounds and blanks (i.e., cartridges that were, respectively, 
incapable of generating any sort of explosion or of causing any projectile to exit a firearm).  The 
Times’ effort to cast Mr. Kenney as a mysterious figure “behind the scenes” has already resulted 
in special damages to our clients. 

 
 Retraction 
 

 We hereby demand, on behalf of our clients, that The Times print a full retraction of the 
November 8 article and related promotional tweets, and that it issue a written correction of the 
November 20 article (and related tweets) to the extent the November 20 publications indicate, or 
suggest, that Mr. Kenney was ever part of the crew of “Rust,” was the production’s so-called 
“armorer mentor,” was hired to mentor and to supervise Hannah Gutierrez Reed, or personally 
provided weapons to the production.  We demand that The Times’ retraction be afforded 
prominence at least equal to that of the original libelous statements.   
 

Please contact the undersigned to confirm that The Times will in fact issue such a 
retraction and correction not later than 5 p.m., Wednesday, December 1, 2021.  If The Times 
fails to do so, Mr. Kenney and PDQ will be left with no alternative but to pursue legal remedies 
against The Times to correct the record and compensate for damages caused by the libelous 
publications described above.  
 

 
cc:   Client

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
            Adam G. Engelskirchen                                     Geoff Spellberg 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 

 
I, the undersigned, have a business address is 350 Sansome Street, Suite 300, San Francisco, 
California 94104. I am readily familiar with the business practices of this office. I am over the 
age of 18 and not a party to this action. 
On November 28, 2021, I served the following document(s):  
 

DEMAND LETTER RE DEFAMATORY ARTICLES RE SETH KENNEY 
 

by the following method(s): 
 

ý Electronic Mail. Copies of the above document(s) in PDF format were transmitted to 
the e-mail addresses of the parties on the attached Service List. 

ý U.S. Mail.  Copies of the above document(s) were transmitted to the parties on the 
attached Service List by enclosing them in an envelope depositing the sealed envelope 
with the United States Postal Service with the postage fully prepaid.  
 

SERVICE LIST 
Dr. Patrick Soon-Shiong 
Publisher 
Los Angeles Times 
2300 E Imperial Hwy 
El Segundo, CA 90245-2813 
pss@nantworks.com 
Patrick.Soon-shiong@latimes.com 
 
 
Jeffrey D. Glaser, Esq. 
General Counsel 
Los Angeles Times 
2300 E Imperial Hwy 
El Segundo, CA 90245-2813 
jeff.glasser@latimes.com 
 

J.T. Cramer 
Readers’ Representative 
Los Angeles Times 
2300 E Imperial Hwy 
El Segundo, CA 90245-2813 
readers.representative@latimes.com 

 
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is 
true and correct. Executed on November 28, 2021 at San Francisco, California.  
 
 
     

Adam G. Engelskirchen 
 


